


I N T E R N A T I O N A L  L AW

Eighth Edition

International Law is the definitive and authoritative text on the subject,
offering Shaw’s unbeatable combination of clarity of expression and
academic rigour and ensuring both understanding and critical analysis in
an engaging and authoritative style. Encompassing the leading principles,
practice and cases, and retaining and developing the detailed references
which encourage and assist the reader in further study, this new edition
motivates and challenges students and professionals while remaining
accessible and engaging.

Fully updated to reflect recent case law and treaty developments, this
edition contains an expanded treatment of the relationship between
international and domestic law, the principles of international
humanitarian law, and international criminal law alongside additional
material on international economic law.

Malcolm N. Shaw, QC, is a practising barrister at Essex Court Chambers
and Senior Fellow at the Lauterpacht Centre for International Law at the
University of Cambridge. One of the world’s leading international
lawyers, he is an Associé of the Institut de Droit International, Trustee of
the British Institute of International and Comparative Law and a founding
member of Curatorium, Xiamen Academy of International Law, China. He
has been awarded the decoration of ‘Officier de l’Ordre de la Valeur’ by
the Republic of Cameroon.
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From the 6th edition

“When I was teaching, Shaw’s International Law was my textbook of choice
for the students. I continue today to find this book very useful and well
organized. It is good news that a sixth edition guarantees that it remains
thoroughly contemporary, with new chapters added and everything updated.”

Dame Rosalyn Higgins, President of the International Court of Justice

“Malcolm Shaw’s International Law has been an indispensable resource for
students of international law since its first publication in 1977. It gives an
accurate and well-balanced account of the development and current state of the
law. In light of recent developments, the new chapters on international
criminal law and the International Court of Justice are welcome. I warmly
recommend Shaw to anyone studying international law at undergraduate
level.”

James Crawford, The Lauterpacht Centre for International Law, University
of Cambridge

“An outstanding treatise which I use regularly in the course of my work at the
Court. It excels in precision, comprehensiveness and topicality. On many
issues, like questions of territory, it has no equal in any language.”

Bruno Simma, Judge, International Court of Justice.

From the 7th edition

“With its well organized structure and clarity of exposition, Shaw’s
International Law has long been established as the pre-eminent textbook on
international law for students. It is, however, much more than that; researchers
and practitioners will find this comprehensive and up-to-date survey of the
whole field of international law invaluable.”
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Sir Christopher Greenwood, Judge of the International Court of Justice

“By now, generations of international lawyers have learnt their international
law from the present textbook. Over the years, Shaw has become the new
Oppenheim. Today, Shaw is probably the best textbook on international law. It
is, without doubt, the most comprehensive and most up-to-date exposition of
the subject. The author displays a masterful treatment of the material. There is
no incident of State practice, treaty, Security Council resolution, or court
decision of note that is not dealt with in Shaw. If for no other reason than that,
this book is an indispensable companion for any student, academic or
practitioner of international law.”

Stefan Talmon, University of Bonn

“Malcolm Shaw’s International Law is the established teaching tool for
students in the fi eld. It is of no less use to practitioners, judges and arbitrators.
It is lucid, balanced and comprehensive. Professor Shaw’s seventh edition
maintains the currency of this important treatise.”

Stephen M. Schwebel, former President of the International Court of Justice

“This latest edition of Professor Shaw’s now classic textbook continues to
strike that difficult balance between detail and accessibility. Comprehensive in
its coverage, broad in its scope and situating the development of the law in its
political and historic context, it is an essential textbook for all students of
international law.”

Urfan Khaliq, Cardiff University

“The seventh edition of Malcolm Shaw’s International Law has firmly
confirmed its place among the leading textbooks of international law in the
world. It is an indispensable source of knowledge for anyone studying
international law.”

Malgosia Fitzmaurice, Queen Mary University of London

“Shaw’s International Law has been my companion in teaching undergraduate
and graduate courses in international law since the early 1990s. The book
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provides a rich source that allows them not only insights into the details of the
many areas of international law, but also to engage in current debates on how
international law from a practical and academic point of view is challenged by
the many developments in international society. I have not yet come across a
textbook that combines these qualities in such a superb manner.”

Marcel Brus, University of Groningen
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Preface to the Eighth Edition

The chapters in this book have been re-examined, updated and, where
necessary, rewritten in order to try and cope with the ever-increasing
volume of new materials on international law. It was, in addition, decided
to merge the two chapters on human rights in order to produce a better
balance to the work and in the light of pressing space constraints. It has
also, therefore, been possible to expand the treatment of some other
chapters.

I would especially like to thank Marta Walkowiak, Caitlin Lisle,
Caroline Mowatt and Rosemary Crawley of Cambridge University Press
for their help and encouragement in the production of this edition. I am
also grateful to Heather Palomino for her careful copy-editing and to
Michael Heary for so carefully preparing the index and tables. Particular
appreciation is owed to Rowan Nicholson for his meticulous research
assistance. A lasting debt remains, however, to Sir Elihu Lauterpacht QC,
a towering figure in international law, who sadly passed away as this
edition was being prepared. His encouragement and assistance in the initial
development of this book were indispensable. His continuing interest and
friendship were deeply appreciated. I also remain grateful to my many
colleagues from around the world for their advice and support, while
reassuring them that all responsibility for the end product rests squarely
with me.

As ever, the deepest thanks are due to my wife Judith and my
children, Talia, Ilan and Daniella and now my grandchildren, Mika, Eden
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and Zevi. I am particularly grateful to Ilan for once again producing an
imaginative and quite remarkable cover painting.

The date of this work is January 2017, but I have been able to insert
some additional material during the production process.

Malcolm N. Shaw QC
Essex Court Chambers, London
Spring 2017
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